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SPAIN IT THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

BY THE SPANISH MINISTER AND ROYAL COMMISSIONER-GENERAL. 



No otheb nation can take a greater interest in- the Exposition 
at Chicago than Spain, which, having celebrated at home the 
moat important event in her history, now awaits with pride, as 
the discoverer of a great continent, the exhibitions of wonderful 
progress made by a people who during the past four hundred 
years appear to have reaped all that previous centuries had sown 
in the old world. 

The Exposition has been fitly named " Columbian." Colum- 
bus was the man who, going to Spain, poor and despised, was 
comforted by Father Juan Perez, at La Rabida, helped by the 
Duke of Medina Celi, protectedby Queen Isabella, aided and en- 
couraged by the brothers Pinzon ; the man who commanded the 
Spanish caravels, who died a Spanish admiral, and whose descend- 
ant (the Duke of Veragua) is left as a remembrance to Spain of 
the great indebtedness she sustains to the Genoese who adopted 
her as his country. 

When the World's Fair was being planned, and when all other 
nations were showing their great interest in that worthy and 
wonderful enterprise, Spain was taking steps to celebrate in a 
fitting manner the greatest epoch in her history — the next most 
important event since the birth of Christ, for humanity has re- 
ceived no greater benefit for its progress and its welfare than the 
discovery of America. This circumstance explains why Spain 
did not at first seem to prepare to take the place to which she 
was entitled in a celebration in which everything will speak 
in her behalf. 

The end of the fifteenth century is for Spain the birth of her 
glory. At the same time that she threw off the Moorish yoke, 
against which she fought for more than seven centuries, thus 
saving Europe from the Mohammedan invasion, she inaugurated, 
in conjunction with Portugal, the era of the great discoveries 
made by the bold navigators of the Iberian Peninsula, which, 
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commencing with the travels southward in Africa of Gil de Eanes, 
Diniz Fernandez, Joao de Santaren, Pedro Escobar, and many 
others, ended with the first voyage around the world of the 
Spanish ship "Victoria," begun by Magellanes and brought to a 
happy close by Sebastian del Oano. 

The voyage of Columbus to what is known to-day as the West 
Indies, which commenced on the third of August, 1492, and fin- 
ished on the 15th of March, 1493, and which led to the knowl- 
edge we now possess of our planet, although the most important 
event of that age, can never diminish the greatness of the feats 
performed by the men, who, during the few years elapsing 
between 1492 and 1522, put Europe in possession of all the 
world. 

Spain has had to honor the memory of Columbus, and at 
the same time to remember the brothers Pinzon who with him 
commanded the three caravels ; Solis, who first saw the Gulf 
of Mexico, Florida and the Eiver Plate ; Ojeda, Vasco Nunez 
de Balboa, Ponce de Leon, Cortes, Pizarro, Garay, Cabeza de 
Vaca, and many others who accomplished such wonderful achieve- 
ments by land and sea in America, as well as to bear in mind that 
her Portuguese brethren, with Cabral, Vasco da Gama, Almeida, 
Andrade and Peixoto accomplished in Africa, Asia and Oceanica 
and on the shores of China and Japan, what Spain was doing in 
America. 

The Spanish Government and the Spanish people have been 
celebrating the anniversary of these historical events, and it is 
extraordinary how little has been said by the press in this coun- 
try about the important ceremonies held in the Peninsula, which 
saw all the Spanish and Portuguese speaking people closely 
united in brotherly harmony, since the United States took 
such a prominent part in the naval display, in the historical 
exhibition, and in the Congress of Americanists. 

Spain has erected permanent monuments to commemorate 
the fourth centennial of her discovery ; she has restored the convent 
of La Eabida where Columbus found protection, and she has raised 
a splendid monument at Palos in memory of all the great dis- 
coverers, as well as another to Columbus in Havana, and a beauti- 
ful mausoleum in its cathedral to hold his remains ; and in order 
to perpetuate the memory of the noble woman who assisted him, 
and who was the only person to understand him, a grand statue 
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of the Queen and the Admiral has been erected at the city of 
Granada. 

The celebrations in Spain and in the United States present an 
object-lesson of the past and of the present. 

Spain, after showing her gratitude to the bold navigator, has 
endeavored to collect in a wonderful historical exhibition every- 
thing that could serve to portray the condition of the old world, 
as well as that of America, at the time of the discovery. She has 
likewise outstretched her arms to welcome the sixteen nations who 
owe their being to her. They have united their flags around the 
monument of Palos, whence Columbus sailed, and they have dis- 
cussed their interests in many congresses over judicial, literary, 
commercial, geographical, medical, and military matters, that 
will, day by day, bring unity of thought and purpose to the 
Spanish race, and give it due weight in the world. 

The celebration in Spain is finished, and we now turn our 
thoughts to the new world. Four centuries ago, in Calpe and 
Abida, in the so-called columns of Hercules, was written the motto 
we took in our coat of arms, "~Ne Plus Ultra." Spain erased the 
"Ne" and said, with her philosopher, Seneca, that Thule was 
not the last of lands, and we come to see in this new world, un- 
known four hundred years ago, in a nation of little more than a 
century of independent life, sixty-five millions of inhabitants, 
with untold wealth and industry, and in a city that has hardly 
reached the middle age of a man, 1,500,000 people welcoming all 
the nations of the world to an exposition superior to any ever 
held in the older European nations. 

I may have dwelt on those historical facts and the festivities 
that have taken place in Spain more than seems necessary, but 
from the former arises the interest felt by my country in the Ex- 
position, and to the latter has been due the apparent lukewarm- 
ness of Spain towards the Chicago Exposition. Preparations 
are. now actively going on in Spain, and I am able to give an 
account of the extent and plans for our exhibit. 

Spain has appropriated $200,000 as its first instalment, and 
that amount renders it the fourth European nation as regards 
appropriation. Spain intends to be represented in all or nearly 
all the departments. Twenty thousand feet have been asked for 
in the Department of Fine Arts, but only 10,000 have been 
secured ; we hope nevertheless that Mr. Ives, who has done so 
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much on behalf of art and who is so fond of Spanish art, may do 
all in his power to grant us all the space that we require. 

Mr. Moret, Minister of Public Works, has intrusted to a jury 
drawn from the Circle of Fine Arts the task of selecting for the 
Fair the works that are considered the most notable from among 
those exhibited at the Exposition held at Madrid and from 
the best of our modern school. The names of Jimenez Aranda, 
Bico, Sorolla, Beruete and Espina in painting ; Alvarez Capra, 
Anibal Alvarez and Amador de los Eios in architecture ; Sunol, 
Gandarias, Alcoverro in sculpture— are a sufficient guarantee that 
our exhibit will be worthy of the fine-art. school of Spain. 

In the Department of Manufactures and Liberal Arts we de- 
sired 50,000 square feet, and, although we have only been allotted 
10,000, we still hope to increase them, because, from official in- 
formation I have received, Catalufia alone will send a larger 
exhibit to Chicago than to Paris, and from all parts of Spain we 
will bring a large number of products which we wish to make 
known to the United States and to the rest of America. Some 
of the most important exhibits at the Exposition of Artistic 
Industries at Barcelona are to be sent, and these will show the 
advanced condition of the technical education of our working- 
men. 

In the department of Ethnology and Anthropology we have 
obtained the 10,000 feet asked for, and we may reproduce part of 
the exhibit which awakened so much interest in the American 
Historical and European Historical expositions held at Madrid. 
Spain will occupy a space in the building which will enable her 
to behold on one side Europe, whose genius she carried to Amer- 
ica, and on the other side the republics which have sprung from 
her, her exposition being thus part of the old and part of the 
new world. In the Transportation Building I also hope to be 
able to present an exhibit both interesting and valuable. 

In compliance with the wishes of the Directors of the Fair I 
have asked that certain ancient and peculiar classes of convey- 
ances be sent, and it is possible that we may present many speci- 
mens of arm chairs, litters and saddles and harnesses of the 
knights and riders of the olden times. 

In the Naval Department we may behold models of the ves- 
sels that went to the Orient with the Almogavares, to Lepanto 
and the Terceras with Don Alvaro de Bazan and which sailed in 
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every sea under command of Columbus, the Pinzons, Solis, 
Magallanes, and Legaspi. We shall be aided in our efforts to- 
wards completing our exhibit by the Spanish Transatlantic Com- 
pany which will furnish mpdels of its ships on their lines to the 
Antilles, Gulf of Mexico and United States, the Plate, Philip- 
pine Islands and Gulf of Guinea ; by our navy with models of 
its modern vessels ; and by the private navy-yards of Bilbao, Cadiz, 
La Grana and Barcelona, with models of the ships they build for 
our royal navy. 

In the Department of Agriculture, Cuba, the Philippine 
Islands and Porto Rico will exhibit coffee, sugar, tobacco, and 
abacd, and Spain her oils, preserves, woollens, mineral waters, etc. 
One of the departments that will attract most attention in the 
Spanish exhibit will undoubtedly be the horticultural, wherein all 
wines will be classified, if Spain is given the space to which she 
is entitled as one of the greatest producers of wines and as the 
nation which has the largest exportation of that article. 

This question of wine production and sale is one that must 
arouse great interest in America, if considered in its true aspect, 
as wine is the surest antidote for drunkenness and strong drinks, 
and especially as a great industry and a new source of wealth 
might be created if the people became accustomed to the con- 
sumption of cheap wines, so as to make their production a 
necessity. Although the leading traits of character of the Ameri- 
can people are those of the Anglo-Saxon race, they have dis- 
tinctive habits of their own which may render them, like the 
Latin people, accessible to the taste for a hygienic beverage that 
is one of the best and healthiest foods of the working classes. 

Spain, besides being an agricultural nation, has large mining 
industries of importance, and will make a special exhibit, among 
others, of iron, lead, quicksilver and marble, which, if (as 
public opinion seems to indicate) they will no longer encounter a 
barrier in the tariff, will find a ready market in the United States. 
Metallurgy will also be represented in this department, and there 
will be shown the advancement made therein, principally in Vis- 
caya, Asturias and Cataluna. 

A committee of ladies under the patronage of Her Majesty, 
the Queen Regent, who personally directs its work, is preparing 
the exhibits for the Woman's Department and they will send nota- 
ble souvenirs of Queen Isabella, the good genius of Columbus, 
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I am not yet prepared to say what Spain will exhibit in the 
Departments of Electricity, Fisheries and Machinery. It has 
secured space in these three buildings, and it will present exhibits 
in all. For the last mentioned we may fully rely upon the great 
progress shown by our factories and machine shops, as evi- 
denced in the excellent workmanship in the engines of the large 
cruisers of our navy. 

Spain is erecting in Jackson Park an official building, 
modelled on the handsome exchange at Valence (La Lonja), 
constructed in 1482 by Pedro Conte, and it will be a brilliant 
example of the style of architecture of the transition period, from 
the Gothic to the Renaissance, as the discovery of America was 
the transition from the middle ages to our modern era. 

The government of the nation which discovered the new world 
has ordered the exact reproduction of the Santa Maria, the 
nao or vessel from whose deck Columbus for the first time wit- 
nessed the realization of his dreams. She has already sailed, and 
if she has a favorable voyage she will come to Lake Michigan, 
where her insignificant size will remind us of the greatness of 
past ages, in contrast with the greatness of our present century 
shown in the Fair. 

A General Commission, presided over by the Duke of Veragua, 
is at work in aid of the Exposition. 

Her Majesty, the Queen Regent, has shown the liveliest 
interest in the Columbian Exposition from the first initiatory 
steps taken in Spain, and has expressed the desire to have our 
nation worthily represented ; Mr. Canovas del Castillo, who directed 
in Spain the festivities of the Centenary and who held such an 
important place in all the congresses, labored successfully in 
behalf of the Chicago Exposition, and at the present moment 
everything is under the direction of Mr. Moret, Secretary of 
Public Works, whose energy, activity, and enlightenment combine 
to make him the best person that could have been selected to 
have Spain fittingly represented, in the short space of time at our 
command, thereby properly acknowledging the marks of courtesy 
shown our people by the United States. 

Enrique Dutuy de Lome. 
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